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Alison Bechdel, a careful archivis
of her own life, began keeping a journal

when she was ten. Since 1983 she has been

chronic

in the fictionalized Dykes to Watch Out
For strip, “one of the preeminent oeu
vres in the comics genre, period
(Ms.). The strip is syndicated in fifty
alternative newspapers, translated

and collected

into many languag
into a book series with a quarter
of a million copies in print. Four
of her books have won Lambda
Literary Awards for humor, and
The Indelible Alison Bechdel won
a Lambda Literary Award in the
biography/autobiography cate

gory. Utne magazine has listed
DTWOF as “one of the greatest
hits of the twentieth century.”
Bechdel lives near Burlington,

Vermont,

Houghton Mifflin Company

g the lives of various characters

If David Sedaris could draw, and if Bleak House

had been a little funnier, you'd have Alison Bechdel’s Fur

Amy Boom

Bechdel’s memoir offers a graphic narrative of uncommon richness, depth, literary resonance
ind psychological complexity . .. It shares [much] in spirit with the work o Katr, Tobias
Wolff, and other contemporary memoirists of considerable literary accomplishment

5 :

Rirkus Redictus, sarred reviey
Stupendous. Alison Bechdel’s mesmerizing feat of familial resurrection is a rare, prime exam
ple of why graphic novels have taken over the conversation about American literature. The

details —visual and verbal, emotional and elusive — are devastatingl an artist ir

total control of her craft - P
Chip Ridd
Brave and forthright and insightful exactly what Alison Bechdel does bes
Dovothy Allison
oy oF Basrard Oltt of Caroling

ISBN-13: 978-0-618-47784-4
ISBN-10: 0-618-47784-2
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Alison Bechdel — she’s one of the besty one to watch out for.” —HARVEY PEKAR $19.05

A fr

from a cult faborite comic artist, marked

sh and brilliantly told meneic

by gothic thists, a family funeval home,

ual angst, and great books

This breakout book by Alison Bechdel 1 darkly

funny family tale, pitc erfectly illustrated with

Bechdel's sweetly gothic draw Like Marjane

Satrapi’s Persef

t’s a story exhilara strited

to graphic memoir form.

Alison’s father, a historic preservation

2

Victorian home

listant parent, and a

Fun

1al who, as it turns

-~

..L. out, isi h his male students
- and babysitter. Through
: narrative that lternately heart
: breaking and fiercely funny, we are
= drawn into a daughter’s complex
yearning for her father. And yet,
% apart from assigned stints dusting
1: caskets at the family-owned “fun
(/; home," as Alison and her brothers
(o) call it, the relationship achieves its
= most intimate expression through
o] the shared code of books. When
m Alison comes out as homosexual
0 herself in late adolescence, the de:
; Rotiementits feivifthara it
m redemptive
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MOMENT OF WEALTH, FROM THE
THE SHUTTERS AND SCROLLWORK WERE
SHEATHED WITH SCABROUS SHINGLES.

PENNSYLVANIA TOWN'S ONE BRIEF
LUMBER INDUSTRY, IN 1867.

OUR GOTHIC REVIVAL HOUSE HAD
BEEN BUILT DURING THE SMALL

"":*‘ o

STEADILY FROM THAT POINT, AND WHEN  GONE. THE CLAPBOARDS HAD BEEN

BUT LOCAL FORTUNES HAD DECLINED
MY PARENTS BOUGHT THE PLACE IN 1962,
IT WAS A SHELL OF ITS FORMER SELF.
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SHORTLY AFTER DAD DIED, T WAS ROOTING
THROUGH A BOX OF FAMILY PHOTOS AND :
CAME ACROSS ONE T HAD NEVER SEEN. 2 A

IT'S LOW-CONTRAST AND OUT OF FOCUS, BUT
THE SUBJECT IS CLEARLY OUR YARDWORK
ASSISTANT/BABYSITTER, ROY.

PERHAPS T [DENTIFY TOO WELL WITH MY FATHER'S
ILLICIT AWE. A TRACE OF THIS SEEMS CAUGHT IN
THE PHOTO, JUST AS A TRACE OF ROY HAS BEEN
CAUGHT ON THE LIGHT-SENSITIVE PAPER.

LABELED "FAMILY" [N DAP'S HAND-
WRITING, ALONG WITH OTHER SHOTS
FROM THE SAME TRIP.

IT APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN TAKEN ON A VACATION f PR S5 e S i
WHEN T WAS EIGHT, A TRIP ON WHICH ROY , W EiENE

ACCOMPANIED MY FATHER, MY BROTHERS, AND ME
TO THE JERSEY SHORE WHILE MY MOTHER VISITED
HER OLD ROOMMATE IN NEW YORK CITY.

I REMEMBER THE HOTEL ROOM. MY BROTHERS
AND T SLEPT IN ONE ADJOINING IT.

THE BORDERS OF ALL THE PHOTOS ARE PRINTED "AUG 69," BUT ON
THE ONE OF ROY, DAD HAS CAREFULLY BLOTTED ouT THE' 69" AND
TWO SMALL BULLETS ON EITHER SIDE WITH A BLUE MAGIC MARKER.

THE BLURRINESS OF THE PHOTO GIVES
IT AN ETHEREAL, PAINTERLY QUALITY,
ROY IS GILDED WITH MORNING SEASIDE
LIGHT. HIS HAIR IS AN AUREOLE.

IT'S A CURIOUSLY INEFFECTUAL ATTEMPT AT CENSORSHIP., WHY
CROSS OUT THE YEAR AND NOT THE MONTH? WHY, FOR THAT
MATTER, LEAVE THE PHOTO IN THE ENVELOPE AT ALL?

IN AN ACT OF PRESTIDIGITATION TYPICAL OF THE WAY MY FATHER
JUGGLED HIS PUBLIC APPEARANCE AND PRIVATE REALITY, THE
EVIDENCE IS SIMULTANEOUSLY HIDODEN AND REVEALED.

IN FACT, THE PICTURE IS BEAUTIFUL. BUT WOULD
T BE ASSESSING ITS AESTHETIC MERITS SO

CALMLY IF IT WERE OF A SEVENTEEN-YEAR-OLD
GIRL? WHY AM T NOT PROPERLY OUTRAGED? \

A ;.-:
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CHAPTER 5

THE CANARY-COLORED

CARAVAN OF DEATH
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HE DID HURTLE INTO THE SEA, OF COURSE.

<

VY

BUT IN THE TRICKY REVERSE NARRATION THAT IMPELS OUR
ENTWINED STORIES, HE WAS THERE TO CATCH ME WHEN T LEAPT.
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Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic
by Alison Bechdel, 2006
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From Publishers Weekly

Starred Review. This autobiography by the author of the long-running strip, Dykes To Watch Out Fog
deals with her childhood with a closeted gay father who was an English teacher and proprietor of the
local funeral parlor (the former allowed him access To teen boyy), Fun Home refers both to The funeral
parlog where he put makeup on the corpses and arranged the Flowers, and the family meticulously
restored gothic revival house, filled with gilt and lace, where he liked To imagine himself a 19th-century
aristocrat: The art has gredter depth and sophishication that Dykes; Bechdels talent for intimacy and
banter gains gravitas when used to descrilse a family in which a mars secrets make his wife a tired husk
and overshadow his daughtes burgeoning womanhood and homosexuality. His court trial over his
dealings with a young boy pushes aside the importance of her early teen years. Her coming out is

pushed aside by his death, probably a suicide. The recursively Told story, which rewsits the sites of

Tragic despecation again and again, hits notes that cesemble Jeanette Winterson at her best: Bechdel
presents her childhood as a $Hill (ife with children that her father created, and meditates on how
prolonged urtruth can become its own rcedlity. Shé made a story thats quiet; dignified and not easy to et T P s

put down.




