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Terminology

HIV/AIDS;
HIV and AIDS

AIDS virus

AIDS-infected

AIDS test

AIDS victim

AIDS patient

Preferred Terminology
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Use the term that is most specific
and appropriate in the context.
Examples include people living with
HIV, HIV prevalence, HIV prevention,
HIV testing, HIV-related disease; AIDS
diagnosis, children made vulnerable by
AIDS, children orphaned by AIDS, the
AIDS response, national AIDS
Programme, AIDS service
organization. Both HIV epidemic and
AIDS epidemic are acceptable.
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There is no “AIDS virus”. The virus
associated with AIDS is called the

Human Immunodeficiency Virus, or HIV.

Please note: “virus” in the phrase “HIV
virus” is redundant. Use HIV.

099029 Dl 3529 Gl Gwg e Olsis 4 (S5
5 Fldl (] yadi gusns sul 4 bgye
B W R /L LI G [S PC N Lo
4 69Tzl Gilweliss )3 sy b S Az
ooty O LS 5 sl sal oy g 4alS” sl
e ol oo Lcwl Wl «&55&5TG| U999
dole osps S NS4 Qs & b saslg!

RCW FCWSTS W IS A T |

Avoid the term infected. No one can be
infected with AIDS, because it is not an
infectious agent. AIDS is a surveillance
definition meaning a syndrome of
opportunistic infections and diseases
that can develop as
immunosuppression deepens along the
continuum of HIV infection from primary
infection to death. Use person living
with HIV or HIV-positive person.
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There is no test for AIDS. Use HIV or
HIV antibody test.
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The word “victim” is disempowering.
Use person living with HIV. Use the
term AIDS only when referring to a
person with a clinical AIDS diagnosis.
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Risk of AIDS

High(er) risk
groups;
vulnerable
groups

Commercial sex
work

Prostitute

Intravenous drug
user

Sharing (needles,
syringes)

Fight
AIDS

against

Evidence-based

HIV prevalence
rates

Preferred Terminology
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referring to a clinical setting. Use:
patient with advanced HIV-related
iliness (or disease) or AIDS-related
iliness (or disease).
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Use risk of HIV infection; risk of
exposure to HIV.
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Use key populations at higher risk
(both key to the epidemic’s dynamics
and key to the response). Key
populations are distinct from vulnerable
populations, which may be subject to
societal pressures or social
circumstances which may make them
more vulnerable to exposure to
infections, including HIV.
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Use sex work or commercial sex or
the sale of sexual services.
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Use only in respect to juvenile
prostitution; otherwise use sex worker.
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Use injecting drug user. Drugs may
be injected subcutaneously,
intramuscularly or intravenously.
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Use using non-sterile injecting
equipment if referring to risk of HIV
exposure; use using contaminated
injecting equipment if the equipment is
known to contain HIV or if HIV
transmission has occurred.
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Use response to AIDS.
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Use evidence-informed.
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Use HIV prevalence. The word “rates”
connotes the passage of time and
should not be used in most instances.
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TESTING
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PROVIDER-INITIATED TESTING
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HIV-NEGATIVE
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UNIVERSAL PRECAUTIONS
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POVERTY REDUCTION STRATEGY PAPERS (PRSPs)
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“THREE ONES” principles
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PROGRAMME ACCELERATION FUNDS (PAF)
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PEOPLE LIVING WITH HIV
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RISK COMPENSATION or RISK ENHANCEMENT
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PTCT (Parent-to-child transmission)
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VERTICAL TRANSMISSION

oalizal Olaal; b il Oley 53 olig b otz 4 sl 3l asTyl wmle wlislen Jole sl 4 o)lal sl lbsl ol
a>,3 ;3 UNAIDS Glagie )5 395 03, L, @ 50 bacaogas (Sos90) K Jlnl 4 o )lal gl cal Koo Lol 59000
g gn 03liiul W58/ S0e8" W yslo il Jasl & e 1 sl

e 5 S

STIGMA and DISCRIMINATION
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MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDGs)
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WORLD BANK
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http://www.worldbank.org/
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UNDP (United Nations Development Programme)
UNAIDS oluis gae V- 5l K

http://www.undp.org/
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WFP (World Food Programme)
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NSP (NATIONAL STRATEGIC PLAN)
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NAP (National AIDS Programme)
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NACP (National AIDS Control Programme)
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INCIDENCE
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AIDS or HIV-RELATED ILLNESSES
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ABC (Abstain, Be faithful, Condomize)
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SEX WORKER
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